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GARFIELD COUNTY ATTORNEY PRESENTS UM LAW LECTURE
MISSOULA—
The county attorney who took on the Montana Freemen will give the 20th annual
Blankenbaker Lecture on Professional Responsibility at The University of Montana School of
Law.
Nickolas Mumion will present “The Rule of Law and the Challenges I Faced as Garfield
County Attorney” from 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday, May 1, in the law school’s Castles Center. Judge
Sidney Thomas of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals will introduce Mumion. The lecture is
free and open to the public.
Both Mumion and Thomas are 1978 graduates of UM’s law school.
Murnion grew up on his family’s ranch in Jordan, Mont. After earning his
undergraduate degree at Montana State University and juris doctorate at UM, Mumion returned
to Jordan to practice law as part-time Garfield County prosecutor, as well as in a private practice.
In the early 1990s, Murnion defied death threats while successfully prosecuting several
Montana Freemen. He rallied his small community to stand up to the anti-government group long
before federal authorities intervened. In the end, the Freemen surrendered after an 81-day siege
by the FBI.
In 1998, Murnion’s efforts were recognized with the John F. Kennedy Library’s Profile in
Courage Award. Library foundation president Caroline Kennedy said: “Although his life was
-more-
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threatened and a bounty placed on his head, he met the responsibtlities of his office with honor
and distinction. His passionate defense of our democratic system of government should be a
source of pride for all Americans.”
Mumion continues to serve as county attorney in Jordan, where he lives with his wife and
two children.
The Blankenbaker lecture series is funded by a gift from the Joseph N. Blankenbaker
Foundation to increase responsibility for leadership and competence in the practice of law. The
foundation provides an annual endowment to UM ’s law school to supplement educational
programs.
Blankenbaker, a Virgtnia native, came west just after the tum of the 19th century to work
on Montana sheep and cattle ranches. In 1918 he began a career in banking, retiring in 1953 from
the Northwestern National Bank of Great Falls. He established the Blankenbaker Foundation m
1975, at the age of 90, to express his gratitude to the people of Montana.
Previous Blankenbaker speakers have included Navajo Chief Justice Robert Yazzie, U.S.
Circuit Judge Sidney Thomas and U.S. Supreme Court Justice Byron White.
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